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Resilience - Stay the Course

2020 was a year of unprecedented changes and
challenges. The pandemic changed our world and had
significant impact locally. There have been disruptions in
how we live, work, and learn. Through it all, we have
made efforts to adapt and find a path to keep moving
forward. Staying on a "new normal" course has required
immediate creativity, resilience and planning. Together we
will find a way to reinvent how we live and work in 2021.
During the pandemic, the Township's goal has been to
continue to serve the needs of the residents, maintain
quality customer service, provide efficiencies in needed
services, and keep staff and residents safe. Like many
companies worldwide, the Township addressed the shifts
both economically and in the workplace. Recognizing the
probable decrease in revenue, the Board of Supervisors
continues with a conservative fiscal policy with a 2.58
millage tax rate.
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Eagle Nest at the
Brodhead Creek
Heritage Center
at ForEvergreen
Nature Preserve.
Photo Credit:
Emily Garrison

2021 Spring Leaf Collection
Schedule

2021

Monday, April 12
Area 1 & 2
N. Fifth St., East Side to Stokes Mill Rd.,
Brodhead Creek East to Route 447
Tuesday, April 13
Area 3 & 4
N. Fifth Street, West Side, Dayton Ave.
to Stevens St., Wiley Ave., to Phillips St.
Wednesday, April 14
Area 5 & 6
Northgate Estates and Walgreens Area,
White St. to Flagler St., Chipperfield
Drive Area, Congdon Ave. to Clearview
Ave.
Thursday, April 15
Area 7
Route 611 Area, Stroud Park Estates to
Old Mill Run, The Oaks, Cranberry
Heights
Friday, April 16
Area 8
West Main St. Area, Dogwood Gardens,
Bridge St. to Stroudsburg Borough Line
Monday, April 19
Area 9
Glenbrook Area, Norton Farms Area
Tuesday, April 20
Area 10
Reish Rd. Area, Hickory Valley Area,
Rockdale Estates, Shelbooke Estates
Wednesday, April 21
Area 11
Route 209 Area, Tanite Road West to
Hamilton Twp Line
Thursday, April 22
Area 12
Windsor Dr., Deerfield Dr., Arbor Woods,
Canterbury Estates, Willow Pond
Estates, Kath-Mar Acres, White Oaks
Manor, Shady Tree Dr., Brookfield Lane
________________________________
Leaves MUST be raked to the road's
edge and MUST be free of branches,
stones and other foreign material.
Leaves may also be dropped off at the
Township Maintenance Facility
Schedule subject to change, due to
inclement weather.

Wednesday, April 28
Thursday, April 29
Friday, April 30
Saturday, May 1

8:00AM-4:00PM
8:00AM-4:00PM
8:00AM-4:00PM
8:00AM-4:00PM

PROOF OF RESIDENCY REQUIRED!
Car Load (2 or 4 door)
$5.00
Mini-Van/SUV/Hatchback Vehicle
$10.00
Utility Van or Pick-up Truck
$20.00
Utility Trailer (6 ft. & Under)
$20.00
Utility Trailer (over 6 ft.-1 axle)
$40.00
Utility Trailer (tandem axle)
$100.00
Dual Wheel Truck, Box Truck
$150.00
Dump Truck
$150.00
Car Tires
$5.00 ea
Truck Tires (20" or larger)
$10.00 ea
Vehicle and Trailer Loads with sideboards over 2
ft. high will be surcharged $10.00
APPLIANCES REQUIRING FREON REMOVAL
$25.00EACH
NO CHARGE FOR: Home Computers & Home
Electronics, including PCs, VCRs, DVD Players,
Stereos, Televisions, Monitors, Printers, Fax
Machines.
NO CHARGE FOR: Automotive Batteries,
Automotive Waste Oil, Yard Waste, Branches,
Limbs, Brush, Grass Clippings
MATERIAL NOT ACCEPTED: Any material deemed
hazardous will not be accepted including
automobiles, dirt, cement, paint cans with
contents, paint thinners, pesticides, herbicides,
loose nails or screws, or contractors refuse.
Drop-off Location: Township Maintenance Yard
134 Gaunt Road, located off Route 611, 1/2 mile
North of the Stroud Mall.
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A WORD ABOUT PESTS
Ticks are a pest that can be
encountered as outdoor
activities pick up during the
spring and summer. If you are
bitten by a tick, the PA Tick
Research Lab can analyze your
bites for tick-borne diseases
such as Lyme Disease,
Anaplasmosis, and Rocky
Mountain Spotted Fever. You
can order your test online and
also learn whether you are at
risk before symptoms appear.
Vector Control also provides
information on tick education
and prevention.

Mosquito season is right around the corner.
Monroe County has a Mosquito Control
Program through a third party, Vector
Control, that monitors and sprays for
mosquitos. It is important to remember that
the best way to prevent any transmission of
any mosquito borne disease is to remove
any sources that may allow mosquito
breeding. These sources include, but are not
limited to, standing water in tires, ornamental
ponds, bird baths, and puddles. If you have
any questions, concerns, or mosquito
complaints; please contact the Vector
Control Office at 570-517-3416.

The spotted lanternfly is an invasive insect that does not present any issue to
humans, as they don’t bite or sting, but they can be very damaging to the
agriculture industry. The Lanternfly has only one life cycle per year. They
hatch from eggs starting in April and continue to grow until they have reached
adulthood sometime around August. These new adults lay their eggs starting in
September and continue laying until they die in December. Most of the Spotted
Lanternfly adults that you saw in the earlier fall months are killed off from the
frost, but their eggs linger in your yard. Monroe County is part of a Quarantine
Zone. You can help slow the hatch of spotted lanternflies in the spring by
destroying their egg masses in the winter and early spring months. Learn how
to stop the spread by identifying and destroying egg masses.

To report a sighting,
use Penn State
Extension's online
reporting tool or call the
hotline at
1-888-422-3359.
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PUBLIC WORKS
The Public Works Department is working on updating and improving the
infrastructure of the Township. They will be replacing stormwater pipes, potholes
and repairing several roads within the Township. Please take the time to thank the
Public Works Department, they have been working through the pandemic to
maintain and keep the infrastructure intact.
GRASS CLIPPINGS

Please avoid placing grass clippings and other yard
waste on roadways and gutters. Accumulated grass
clippings and other yard waste impede proper roadway
drainage and can clog storm water inlets creating
flooding. Clippings can also create a slippery and
dangerous surface for motorcyclists and bicyclists.
Use a mulching mower to put clippings back into the
turf and keep the nutrients where they belong. We
appreciate your cooperation and assistance.
OBSTACLES IN ROADWAY/RIGHT-OF-WAY

The Public Work Department wants to remind residents that NO basketball
hoops are allowed within the roadway or the right-of-way. They create possible
safety issues for other residents, and interfere with street sweeping, leaf
collection, and snow removal. The Township is not responsible for damages to
any obstacle within the right-of-way.
FEATURED PARK
Named after retired Township Supervisor Jay
Albertson, this is the cornerstone of Stroud
Township recreation facilities. This park, locally
known as “the duck pond” provides a lovely setting
for the Stroud Township Municipal Building. Both
of these Township public facilities are located at
1211 North Fifth Street. Parking is available in the
parking lots, but not on the streets. The park has
playground equipment. The property across the
street from the pond on Wallace St. is part of the
park and has a gazebo for our Concert in the Park
series. Map

Jay Albertson Park

Photo Credit: Ed Cramer

Park visitors are asked to NOT feed the ducks and geese, as this encourages more to stay there than the pond can
support. Besides fouling the water quality, it is detrimental to the bird’s health, and their droppings are
tracked all over the grass and playground equipment. These are unsanitary conditions for children to play
4
in. A goose produces approx. 1 lb. of droppings per day.

SEWER AUTHORITY NOTES
PUBLIC SEWER
Did you know you can pay your sewer
bill online? Find the link at
www.stroudtownship.org

ON-LOT SEPTIC TIPS

While it may cost upwards of $300 to pump a tank, that is far less than the $20,000 to
$25,000 it costs to replace a failed system. The following are 4 simple ways you can help
preserve your septic system, and keep it operating smoothly for years to come.
1. Use Water Efficiently. Allowing too much water to cycle through your septic system
too quickly can impede its ability to treat waste and may flood your drain field. A single
leak or running toilet can waste as much as 200 gallons of water per day.
• Consider replacing older model toilets with newer HIGH EFFICIENCY units
• FAUCET AERATORS, high-efficiency showerheads, and shower flow restrictors
help reduce the volume of water entering your septic system
• Clothes washers that bear the ENERGY STAR® label use 35% less energy and
50% less water than standard models
2. Toilets are not Trash Cans. NEVER flush cooking grease or oil, flushable wipes,
personal hygiene products, dental floss, diapers, cigarette butts, coffee grounds, cat litter,
paper towels, pharmaceuticals, or household chemicals.
3. Think at the Sink. Pouring toxins down your drain can kill organisms necessary in
digesting and treating household waste
• Avoid chemical drain openers for a clogged drain; use boiling water or a drain
snake instead
• NEVER pour cooking oil or grease down your drain
• NO oil-based paints, solvents, or large volumes of toxic cleaners down the drain
• Eliminate or limit the use of a garbage disposal to REDUCE the amount of fats,
grease, and solids that can clog the drain field
4. Maintain your Drain field
• Never park or drive on your drain field
• Plant trees the appropriate distance to keep roots from growing into your septic
system
• Keep roof drains, sump pumps, and other rainwater drainage

systems away from your drain field area
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ENGINEER'S CORNER... What is the Deal with MS4?
MS4 is short for, “Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System." In October 2019 Stroud Township
obtained an NPDES MS4 Stormwater Permit. The MS4 program is mandated by EPA and
administered by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP). The
purpose of the program is to protect the water quality of the streams and waterways in the
Township by reducing pollutants and to manage stormwater runoff volumes in an effort to
reduce flooding and promote groundwater recharge for wells and stream flow.
The Township’s goals under the MS4 permit include the following:
• Distribution of public education materials
• Providing opportunities for public participation and involvement
• Implementing a program to detect and eliminate illicit discharges
• Cooperating with PADEP regarding implementation of construction site runoff controls
• Enacting and implementing stormwater management ordinances and providing oversight of
stormwater BMP maintenance
• Developing and implementing good housekeeping and pollution prevention procedures for
Township properties and operations
• Implementing BMP’s to reduce sediment pollutant loads in the impaired streams in the
Township, including Flagler Run, Sambo Creek, Little Pocono Creek and UNT 006 to the
Brodhead Creek
• Implementing BMP’s to reduce pathogens in the impaired sections of the Brodhead Creek
and McMichaels Creek
You can help by:
• Reporting dumping of anything into a storm system or stream. Contact the police
immediately if you witness illegal dumping
• Reporting any chemical or hazardous materials spills by calling 911
• Cleaning up after your pets and disposing of waste properly
• Properly storing materials that could contaminate waterways and making sure garbage cans
are watertight and lids are secure
• Properly and sparingly using fertilizers to prevent runoff of excess
• Remembering that everything that goes into a storm sewer eventually drains to a stream.
Eliminate Illicit Discharges
Illicit discharges means any discharge to a catch basin, storm pipe, drainage ditch, stream or
other stormwater collection or conveyance facility that is not composed entirely of stormwater
(rain water). Examples of illicit discharges include dumping or discharge of the following types
of material: motor vehicle fluids; household waste; household chemicals or cleaning agents;
grass clippings; leaf litter; pet waste; paint; sewage; industrial waste; restaurant waste,
detergents or any other non-stormwater waste. Illicit discharges can be accidental or
intentional.
For more information or to report an illicit discharge contact:
Donna Alker, Planning Administrator & Staff Engineer
(570) 421-3362 or stroudpa@ptd.net
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CODES & ZONING
Planning Improvements on Your Property?
Is there an easement on the property that could affect your home improvement
plans? If your lot has an easement on it, you may be restricted when it comes to
installing fencing, a pool, a patio or making other improvements on your lot. An
easement is a portion of property or land reserved for use by someone other than
the legal owner of the property. It may also be a surface drainage swale that
conveys storm water through the development, or land that includes a buried utility
pipe. The easement must remain clear of obstructions so that the drainage functions
properly, or to ensure access to underground utilities. Please check your deed. All
lots have a maximum impervious coverage limit to meet environmental and
planning regulations. Impervious coverage includes anything that impedes storm
water from infiltrating into the ground, such as the house, a shed, a patio,
sidewalks, and driveways. Check to see your property may already be at the
maximum impervious coverage. If possible, ask your realtor, developer or HOA
about easements or impervious limitations prior to a lot or home purchase. Due
diligence prior to purchase will avoid disappointment and surprises later!

Do I need a permit for that?
When constructing an addition, porch, deck, shed,
you likely need a permit. If you are planning to
change the use of your property, or add a new use,
you need a permit. It is important to follow
procedure in order to ensure the safety of the work
and its compliance with building, construction, and
zoning codes. Not sure what you need? Find out at
www.StroudTownship.org or call 570-421-3362.
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OUTDOOR SAFETY
Fireworks are prohibited from being discharged on township roads and in
township parks and parking lots. A person using consumer fireworks in violation
of state law commits a summary offense and, upon conviction, can be fined $100.
The information Below is information on the Fireworks Law and information from Pennsylvania State Police:
1. Not all fireworks are allowed in PA Consumers can now purchase and use “Class C” or “consumer-grade”
fireworks that include firecrackers, Roman Candles, bottle rockets, and similar fireworks that contain a maximum
of 50 milligrams of explosive material. The expansion includes those fireworks that were previously only available
to out-of-state residents.
“Display fireworks,” which are classified as including salutes that contain more than two grains or 130
milligrams of explosive materials, and professional-grade aerial shells containing more than 60 grams of
pyrotechnic compositions, are still only to be used by professionals with a permit from the municipality where the
display will take place.
2. What are the restrictions?
• Can not be on Public Property
• Cannot be ignited or discharged on a private property without expressed concent of property owner.
• Cannot be discharged from or within a motor vehicle or building or toward a motor vehicle or building.
• Must be at least 150 feet from an occupied structure,whether or not a person is actually present.

Wildfire safety
•
•
•
•
•
•

Create a safety zone of up to 100 feet around your home. Remove pine needles and dry leaves from around
your home. Keep woodpiles at least 30 feet from your home.
Know your community's local evacuation plan. Plan ahead by practicing two ways out of your
neighborhood. You should know the evacuation route and plan a place where you will go.
If you are told to evacuate, do so immediately. If you wait until the last minute, the roads may have heavy
traffic. Blowing embers and debris from the fire may make it hard to see.
Stay informed. Listen to the TV/radio broadcasts for current weather and emergency instructions. Sign up to
receive local emergency alerts and warnings on both your home phone and cellphone.
Make sure everyone in your family knows your meeting place ahead of time. Let your family and friends
who do not live in your area know your meeting place.
Keep your car fueled and keep an emergency supply bag in your car. Back your car into the garage or park it
in an open space facing the direction of escape.

Outdoor fire safety
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Move the grill away from siding, decking, and other things
that can catch fire.
Stay with the grill the entire time you're cooking.
Use long-handled barbecue tools when cooking on the grill.
Use a metal screen over wood-burning fires to keep sparks
from floating out.
Turn off or put out fires before you leave the backyard.
Build campfires at least 15 feet away from tent walls,
shrubs or other things that burn.
The best way to stay safe from fireworks is to not use them.
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Meet Your Fire Chief!
Fire Chief William Unruh has led the Stroud
Township Volunteer Fire Department since 2015.
Unruh became a member of the department as
soon as he turned 18 years old, in 1991. Since
then, Chief Unruh was promoted through the ranks,
having held positions of Safety Officer, Lieutenant,
Assistant Chief for 15 years, and 6 years as Chief..
Chief Unruh holds countless certifications.
Firefighter 1 is a state certification which covers
rescue and extraction, knot tying, use of personal
protective equipment, fire control and detection,
communications and hazardous materials
awareness. He has been honored with Firefighter of the Year, Dedication for Safety Officer,
the Sue Fritz Award for Excellence in 2005, and 30 Years of Service Award.
Additionally, Chief Unruh is involved in budgeting, equipment testing and maintenance. Gear
has an expiration date, and must be updated as needed. Everything is dated and logged to
keep track.

Q & A With Chief Unruh

Save a life, VOLUNTEER! Did you know that
STVFD is a 100% volunteer organization? Over the

What inspires you? The community. Being
here for the community. It gives me pleasure
knowing and watching the younger firefighters
come up through the ranks and evolve.

years our company has grown along with the
community they so proudly serve, but the community
is now reaching a point where it is starting to

What can the community do to help?
Learn how to use your alarm system to cancel
any false alarm calls. This would save in fuel,
guys leaving work. If an alarm goes off,
entering the code does turns off the alarm, but
does not necessarily cancel the dispatch of the
fire department. The homeowner can call 911
and explain the cancellation which will be
relayed to the department.

outgrow our facilities and volunteer members. This

And most important, get involved and

help us help and help YOUR community! Go to

volunteer.

www.StroudFire.com to donate or become a

is where we must reach out to YOU for help.
Members are needed to assist with all aspects of our
operations. Active Fire Fighters, General Members
and Juniors (ages 14-17) are needed. If you are
reading this message, NOW is the time to step up;

member.
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Levee Loop Trail Race, Fitness Walk & Finish
Line Festivities
Sunday, June 6
7:30am sign-in 8:00am Fitness Walk

Wednesday Walks and Saturday Strolls
Every Wednesday 12:15pm-1:15pm
Meets at Levee Loop Trailhead. Free!
Register or call ahead.
Every First Saturday of the Month
11:00 AM-12:00 PM Meets at Pinebrook
Park North Lot Free! Register or call
ahead.
Our one-hour interpretive walks provide
company, conversation, and nature
knowledge. Relax, get some fresh air, and
enjoy the views of the season!

Stay connected to hear announcements
about these and more programs and
events!
Web: StroudRec.org Sign up for our Newsletter
here, too!
Facebook: @StroudRec
Instagram: @SROSRC
As per PA state mandate, properly worn masks
are required indoors at all times. Masks are also
required outdoors when within 6 feet of anyone
outside of your household. This mandate will be
in place until further notice.

Lend your perspective: SROSRC is
recruiting enthusiastic committee
members to provide input on the needs of
our community and the future planning of
our recreation and greenway services. Go
to StroudRec.org and click on
“Employment & Volunteer” to learn more.

8:30am Race
Dansbury Park Soccer Field
$25; Proceeds support parks and greenways!
Register before May 24th for $5 off, and a
guaranteed commemorative T-shirt!
A 4.5 Mile Run, or 2.6 Mile Fitness Walk along
the Levee Loop Trail. Raise funds for Stroud
Greenways while enjoying one of our favorite
greenways! Participants get a commemorative tshirt. This year, we are hoping to also offer a
"Finish Line Festival," which will bring fun and
entertainment to the whole family. More details to
come. Rain or shine. T-shirts are not guaranteed if
you register after May 24th.
This run will be in-person if deemed safe for the
public at the time of the event. If we are unable to
host the run, it will become a virtual do-it-yourself
run. We hope to still offer festivities, shirts and
prizes the day of the event if possible.
The Levee Loop Trail Run is mostly even ground,
but does have uneven terrain between Creekview
Park and Stokes Mill Park. We recommend
walking this stretch of the trail to see the more
difficult terrain.

Free dog Training Session
Saturdays, June 19 and Aug 14 11:00am-2:00pm
Brodhead Creek Park Free! No registration
required. Dog trainer David J. Henon of University
of Pets will give a FREE training session! Bring
your dog to go over basic commands and how it
can help solve many behavior issues. Learn about
the American Kennel Club Canine Good Citizen
and how it can help you get discounts on your
homeowners policy and how your dog can become
a therapy dog.
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Join and book your tee time online! www.glenbrookgolfclub.com

11

Public Township Meetings
Please note, all meetings/events are subject to cancellation or
postponement due to the coronavirus pandemic. Please see the
township calendar for the latest updates and meeting links.
A short list of tentative upcoming public meetings:
Board of Supervisors: 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month
Zoning Hearing Board: 1st Wednesday of each month
Township Planning Commission: last Wednesday of each month
Upcoming Township events at a glance:
April 24: Pick up the Poconos
May 31: Offices Closed for Memorial Day
June 5: Saturday Stroll at Pinebrook Park
June 6: Levee Loop Run
July 3: Saturday Stroll at Pinebrook Park
July 4: Offices Closed for Fourth of July
August 7: Saturday Stroll at Pinebrook Park
Stroud Township Yard Waste Compost Facility at Gaunt Road Hours:
Monday – Friday: 7:30 AM – 2:30 PM
Saturday- 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday – Closed
Monroe County Recycling Site Hours ( Go to: www.thewasteauthority.com to register)
e Recycling Site located at 1114 Military Road in Stroud Township just off Schaffer School
House Road will operate on the following schedule:
Open Monday, Friday, and Saturday 7:30 AM - 3:30 PM
* Hours are subject to change and facility will be closed on all major Holidays. Go to
www.TheWasteAuthority.Com for up to date information and changes in facility hours.
We continue to ask the public to assist us in combating illegal dumping and contamination problems by
reporting vehicle license plate information of those who but trash and other materials on the ground. Please
call the Waste Authority Police at 570-643-6100 or go to their website at www.TheWasteAuthority.Com to
report any illegal dumping.

Connect with us! www.stroudtownship.org
Supervisors

570-421-3362 M-F 8AM-5PM
Township Manager/Treasurer

Christine Wilkins, Chairwoman/Secretary
Email: stroudcw@ptd.net

Daryl Eppley
Email: stroudde@ptd.net

Jennifer Shukaitis, Vice Chairwoman/Assistant Secretary
Email: stroudjs@ptd.net
Ed Cramer, Supervisor/Assistant Treasurer
Email: stroudec@ptd.net
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